
Spring and Jesus’ Resurrection  
Spring 2022 arrived on March 20th. Idaho spring 
is officially here! But as someone said, “Spring is 
the time of the year, when it is summer in the 
Sun and winter in the shade.” Do you know how 
to tell someone winter is over? You spring it on 
them! 
 
Spring is the time of the year when the days  
become longer and the temperatures rise.  
Flowers and trees start to bloom. Grass starts to 
grow. Spring, to borrow the words of another, 
“Shows us what God can do with a drab and 
dreary world.” Spring is also a yearly reminder 
of Jesus’ bodily resurrection. 
 
Jesus’ crucified body was placed in a borrowed 
tomb. Three days later, Jesus’ corpse was  
reanimated and transformed into a glorified  
resurrection body … a body designed for endless 
days. The Bible says Jesus is the “first fruits of 
those who died.” (1 Cor. 15:20). 
 
 

In different words, Jesus is the first one raised 
from the dead, who received a glorified body, 
who lives now and will never die again. And the 
Bible promises that Christ’s followers (that’s us) 
will also be raised from the dead and receive a 
glorified body, made for endless life like His. 
 
As we live with bodies that are aging and  
wearing out. As we say earthly goodbyes to 
loved ones who have fallen asleep in the Lord. 
Let’s remember, on that glorious resurrection  
morning the 3-1 God will wipe every tear from 
our eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying will be no more. (Revelation 21:4). So 
shall we be with the Lord and our believing 
loved ones  
forever. (1 Thessalonians 4:17). 
 
 
 
In Jesus’ love, 
Pastor John 
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But he was wounded for our transgressions,  
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the  

punishment that made us whole,  
                                  and by his bruises we are healed. 
                                                  —Isaiah 53:5 
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Held in God’s love 
 

   We would like to think that once we turn our 
lives over to Christ, everything will run  
smoothly. When such is not the case, we might 
question whether our faith is strong enough or 
what we are doing wrong. The fact is, we live in 
a broken world, and sufferings come upon all 
people. 
   In the words of 14th-century mystic Julian of 
Norwich: “If there is anywhere on earth a lover 
of God who is always kept safe, I know nothing 
of it, for it was not shown to me. But this was 
shown: that in falling and rising again we are 
always kept in that same precious love.” 
   We might take comfort in the fact that our 
struggles are not so different from those  
experienced seven centuries ago. We are 
“normal,” after all! But the greatest assurance is 
that no matter what we face in life, Jesus walks 
with us, the Holy Spirit strengthens us, and “we 
are always kept in [God’s] precious love.” 

Reflecting on Easter  
Why Christ calls us to worship 

 

   Easter services are usually well attended, but what 
about other weeks? What draws you to worship on an 
“average” Sunday, and what might Jesus have in store 
for people in the pews? 
   Consider this from Pastor Charles Aaron: “Did we 
come to church this morning thinking it was a safe 
thing to do? Did we come with some expectation of 
receiving a blessing, a bit of comfort, but no real  
challenge? Did we think about the possibility that  
encountering Jesus would rearrange our lives, explode 
our priorities, cause us to give more than we ever  
expected? Did we think we could get a little  
something from Jesus, a dose of grace to help us 
through the week? Did we come for the fellowship, 
the music, the spiritual boost? No one can argue with 
those reasons.” 
   He continues: “The risen Christ, however, may have 
had other plans for this worship service. Christ may 
want to come under our skins and transform us. Christ 
may see through us so that something we have well 
hidden comes to the surface. Christ may kick out from 
under us the things we use to prop ourselves up but 
that we don’t really need. Are we ready for that? Did 
we bargain on that when we walked through the door 
today?” 

—from The Wired Word 

A love-filled victory 
 

   It’s tough to read about Jesus’ agony on the cross, where  
he felt “forsaken” by God (see Matthew 27:46). But as Philip 
Yancey explains in Where Is God When It Hurts? the Father  
didn’t desert Jesus — and doesn’t desert us: 
   “God was not ‘up there’ watching the tragic events conspire 
‘down here.’ God was in Christ, reconciling the world to  
himself,” he writes. “If Jesus was a mere man, his death would 
prove God’s cruelty; the fact that he was God’s Son proves  
instead that God fully identifies with suffering humanity. On 
the cross, God himself absorbed the awful pain of this world. 
   “To some, the image of a pale body glimmering on a dark 
night whispers of defeat,” Yancey continues. “But another 
sound can be heard: the shout of a God crying out to human 
beings, ‘I LOVE YOU.’ Love was compressed for all history in 
that lonely figure on the cross, who said that he could call 
down angels at any moment on a rescue mission, but chose 
not to — because of us.” 
   He concludes: “Any discussion of how pain and suffering fit 
into God’s scheme ultimately leads back to the cross.” 

“Lent is spring training. Easter is opening day!” 
                                      —seen on a church sign 

The majesty of God’s creation 
 

   Earth Day offers a reminder to be wise  
stewards of God’s creation. Former U.S. Senate 
chaplain Lloyd Ogilvie wrote about how the  
universe reveals the greatness of its Maker. “If 
we were to drive a car day and night at top speed 
without stopping,” he writes, “it would take us 
nine years to reach the moon, 300 years to reach 
the sun, 8,300 years to reach the planet Neptune, 
75 million years to reach Alpha  
Centauri, and 700 million years to reach the Pole 
Star. 
   “This is the reason the Psalmist, even with his 
limited cosmology, could say, ‘When I consider 
the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars 
which Thou hast ordained; what is man, that 
Thou dost take thought of him? And the son of 
man, that Thou dost care for him? Yet Thou hast 
made him a little lower than God, and dost 
crown him with glory and majesty!’  (Psalm 8:3-
5).” Astonishing indeed!  



Session Highlights 
Greetings from the Session, 
 
The Session met for its regular 
monthly meeting on March 9, 
2022. All Elders were present 
with one excused. There was 
a quorum present. Business 
was conducted with Pastor 
John moderating. He opened 
the meeting with prayer and lit 
the Christ Candle. 
 
The clerk reported that there 
are 58 on the active church 
roll. Mazie Moser cancelled 
her shower at the church. The 
Bliss family also cancelled the 
use of the church for Naomi’s 
100

th
 birthday party. The 

minutes for February 9 and the 
Called Congregational  
Meeting on February 20 were 
accepted as written. The  
annual PCUSA report was 
read and approved.  
Communion was served to 33 
on March 6. Linda Smith  
requested that the  
Soroptimists be allowed to use 

our kitchen to make their  
honey butter for scones sales 
at the fair in August. The  
request was granted. The 
Deacons are working toward 
having their yard sale on 
March 17-19. They need more 
“stuff”.   
 
Lenten lunch will be served  
beginning Mar. 9 and each 
Wednesday for the next 5 
weeks. The meditations are 
being presented by volunteers.  
The theme is “People of the 
Passion”.   
 
The Shrove Tuesday (held on 
Sunday) Pancake Breakfast 
was served to 20 on February 
27. Thanks to all who helped 
cook. Love those pancakes!!!!! 
 
There will be a Maundy  
Thursday service on April 14.  
Supper and communion will be 
served beginning at 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

Pastor John led discussion 
about the New Norm Project.  
The Session is learning about 
how to transition to a part-time 
pastor. Session is exploring 
this and other ideas before we 
begin our next pastor search.   
 
Come and join our Celebration 
of Life for Dr. Eugen Holsinger 
on April 3

rd 
during Fellowship 

Hour. Plan to share your  
memories of Gene. He was a 
member of First Pres for more 
that 60 years.   
 
If you have not gotten your 
new church directory, contact 
the church office. Barbra did 
an excellent job putting it  
together. Thanks, Barbara! 
You Rock!!! 
 
There was no more business 
and the meeting adjourned 
with prayer at 8:16 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Poulton, Clerk  

IT IS TIME TO BE THINKING ABOUT  
SUMMER CAMP 

 

Camp Sawtooth is an opportunity to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior through living in a close, caring 
community which studies, plays and worships together, encouraging self-awareness and caring for others. 
Campers will enjoy a variety of activities while living and learning in a Christian environment. Each camp is 
unique with all campers enjoying a program specifically designed for them by our Program Staff. Activities 
include outdoor games and crafts, hiking and swimming, picnics, road trips and evening campfires. Each 
camp is special! For specific information on your camp access the following link:  
http://www.campsawtooth.org/index.php 
 
Deadline to register for Camp Sawtooth is May 15th. Camp begins June 26th and ends July 29th. Camp 
Sawtooth is offering online registration at:  
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/CampSawtooth#/selectSessions/3118432 register today! 
 
For additional questions please go online to: http://www.campsawtooth.org/about.php or call 208-899-2073 



April Scripture Lessons 
 

 
 03  Kathy Rios 
  03  Mason & Alicia Wittman 
 08  Paul Wornell 
 14  Asher Walsh 
 24  Mathias Fuelling 
 26  June Stoller 
  

God Bless Your Special Day! 

    

   April 3 [5th Sunday in Lent / Communion Sunday] 
     Josh. 5:9-12; Ps 32; 
     2 Cor. 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-5, 11b-32 
 
   April 10 [Palm Sunday / Holy Week begins] 
     Isa. 50:4-9a; Ps. 31:9-16; 
     Phil. 5:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49 
 
   April 17 [Easter Sunday / Resurrection of the Lord] 
     Isa. 65:17-25; Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24; 
     Acts 10;34-43; John 20:1-18 
 
   April 24 [2nd Sunday of Easter] 
     Acts 5:27-32; Ps. 150; 
     Rev. 1:4-8; John 20:1-31 
 

Committees &  
Chairpersons 

 

 
BUILDING & GROUNDS     
   Paul Pugh 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
   Brent Germann 
 

FINANCE  
   Carleen Clayville 
 

MISSIONS & EVANGELISM 
   Dan Wittman 
 

PERSONNEL & NOMINATING 
   Jerry Vegwert 
 

WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN ED 
   Erika Wittman 
 

DEACONS 
   Darla Holl, Linda Smith,  
   Julie Germann, Tyson  
   Germann, Gary Hollinger  
   and Susan McGee 

2022 Year to Date            

Tithes and Expenses 

February 
Tithes $6,217.00 

 

Expenses $6,502.34 
 
 

YTD Totals 
Tithes $15,010.00 

 

Expenses $12,861.20 

 

"One of Satan's ploys to retard spiritual productivity 
is getting Christians preoccupied with humanistic  
philosophy and other bankrupt substitutes for God's 
truth." — John MacArthur 

Easter lilies on sale March 20—
April 10. Have your completed 

order form and money in by 
April 10 and plan to take your lily 

home after the Easter Sunday 
service on April 17.  

Price for Easter  
lilies is $10.00 each. 



      

April Servers—We Appreciate YOU! 
 

Head Usher:  The Wittman’s, Head Greeter: Dale Martin 
 

Liturgist: 4/3 Dan S., 4/10 Dottie, 4/17 Gary, 4/24 Dottie 
 

Children’s Time: 4/3 Kathy P. 4/10 Kathy P. 4/17 Kathy P. 4/24 Kathy P.  
 

Coffee Hour: 4/3 Fellowship, 4/10 _____, 4/17 Fellowship, 4/24 _____ 
 

 

Anyone able to serve on the unassigned dates above,  
please feel free to just jump right in! 

Sign-up sheets are on kitchen door in Fellowship Hall. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
5th Sunday in Lent 
 

9:30 am Sunday school 
10:45 am Communion /
Cupcake Sunday 
 

12:00pm Gene Holsinger’s 
Memorial Service 
 

Deacons meet 

4 5 6 
12:00pm 
Lenten Luncheons end 
today 

7 
 

8 9 

10 
 
 
9:30 am Sunday school 
10:45 am Worship 
Pulpit Supply—TBA 
 

Deadline to order Easter lilies 
Worship Committee meet  

11 12 13 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Session 

14 
6:00pm 
Maundy Thursday  
Communion Service & 
Meal  
 

 

15 
 

16 
10:30am  
Easter  
Egg  
Hunt 
 

 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

One Great Hour of 
Sharing 
 

9:30 am Sunday school 
10:45 am Worship 
 

Easter treats after worship 

18 19 20 21 
 

22 23 

24 
9:30 am Sunday school 
10:45 am Worship 

25 26 27 28 
 

29 30 

 
 



 

CHRIST DIED  
for our sins in  
accordance with  
the scriptures …  
 
1 Corinthians 15:3 

YOU WILL NEVER BE SORRY… 
 

• for thinking before acting. 
 

• for hearing before judging. 
 

• for forgiving your enemies. 
 

• for being candid and frank. 
 

• for helping a fallen brother. 
 

• for being honest in business. 
 

• for thinking before speaking. 
 

• for being loyal to your church. 
 

• for standing by your principles. 
 

• for closing your ears to gossip. 
 

• for bridling a slanderous tongue. 
 

• for harboring pure thoughts. 
 

• for sympathizing with the afflicted. 
 

• for being courteous and kind to all. 
 

—Author Unknown 

Gratitude, all year long 
 
   It’s not Thanksgiving time. But what if we made a point to practice 
gratitude all year long? 
   In her book Grateful, theologian Diana Butler Bass writes: “As  
human beings, we possess an intuitive awareness that we depend on 
others to survive. We are safer and happier when we care for each other 
in community, when we do things for each other. … … How we live 
together in and with gratitude makes all the difference in the world.  
Indeed, living gratefully makes the world different.” 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
IN THE NEWS! 

Our PW of Burley, Idaho is alive and well!  During this unusual 
time (COVID), we have returned to our regular 4-6 meetings a 
year! It feels so good to be getting back to what we feel is the 
“new normal”, although not much has changed for us in Burley! 
We had our Valentine meeting in February and our next meeting 
will be in April/May. (Apparently, I need someone to take over the 
photo taking at these events).  Any volunteers? As you know, we 
are committed to several Mission projects, that are endorsed by 
The Presbyterian Women, Inc, (Our General headquarter PW).  We 
very much agree with supporting women and children around the 
world, mainly helping them become self-supporting to be able to 
take care of and feed their children.  We were planning our April 
meeting after Easter, or early In May. Our Birthday Offering will be 
promoted then.  That is when we are invited to “be generously old, 
and bring an amount for each year of your age.” Remember these 
offerings help support women and children around the world.  I 
can’t think of a more important mission for us to have.  There are 
Grants available that can be used here  
in the USA, or around the world! 
 

Thank you for all you do and stay well. 
 
In Christ’s Service 
Carleen Clayville, Moderator    
 



Committee   
 

FINANCE REPORT 
 

The following is from the Presbyterian Church, USA, on 
giving. 
 

Giving is a response to God’s call and is a response that 
the Spirit has manifested in believers since the Acts 
church. Giving for the sake of those in need is an  
essential component of congregational vitality and  
Christian identity. In sharing the stories of those who have 
been assisted or helped through the work of Special  
Offerings, it is our hope that the presence of Jesus in the 
lives of those who have least will become visible to every 
Presbyterian. These real-life stories are intended to  
develop a relationship of kinship and solidarity, as well as 
illuminate the image of Jesus in those whom we meet,  
especially, as Matthew 25 reminds us, those who have the 
least!  
 

Of course, locally we need to be generous, because we 
have the regular expenses that we have on a day to day 
basis, paying salaries to those on the payroll, heating and 
cooling our building, and our beautiful yard, and of course 
paying for upkeep on our property. i.e. fixing things that 
break!   
 

We on the Finance Team take very seriously our  
responsibilities to be good stewards of the Church’s  
money. We appreciate all that each of you do in giving of 
your time, talents and financial support, to keep our 
church viable for the next 100 years!  Thank you! 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
Your Finance Team 

 

LOOKING AHEAD …  
 

MAY 
01: Communion / Cupcake Sunday 
01: Scholarship Applications Available 
05: National Day of Prayer 
08: Mother’s Day  
15: Pulpit Supply—TBA 
15: Deadline to register for Camp Sawtooth 
15: Scholarship Application Deadline 
17: Election Day *we are a polling place 
22: Pulpit Supply—TBA 
28: Camp Sawtooth Work Weekend (28—30) 
30: Memorial Day 
31: Office Closed in Observance of Memorial Day 
JUNE 
05: Day of Pentecost 
05: Communion / Cupcake Sunday 
05: Scholarship Presentation—TBA 
12: Trinity Sunday 
18: 225th General Assembly begins 
19: Father’s Day 
21: Summer begins ;-) 
JULY 
03: Communion / Cupcake Sunday 
04: Independence Day 
05: Office Closed in Observance of Independence Day 
09: 225th General Assembly ends 

Reports 

 

Why Friday is good 
 
To participate in the sacrificial life and death of Jesus Christ 
is to live already in his       kingdom. This is the essence of 
the Christian message, the heart of the Good News, and it is 
why the cross has become the chief     Christian symbol. 
 
A cross of all things — a guillotine, a gallows — but the 
cross at the same time as the crossroads of eternity and 
time, as the place where such a mighty heart was broken 
that the healing power of God himself could flow through it 
into a sick and broken world. It was for this reason that of all 
the possible words they could have used to describe the day 
of his death, the word they settled on was 
“good.” Good Friday.   —Frederick Buechner 

Life and light 
 

   Easter is the assurance that no matter how hope-
less and dark things appear, God is 
alive and actively working. Our  
heavenly Father births life out of 
death, transforms brokenness into 
wholeness and shines light into  
darkness. 
   In the words of the poet Christian 
Wiman (from Every Riven Thing): 

 

When the time’s toxins 
have seeped into every cell … 
somehow a seed of belief sprouts … 
tugged up-

FELLOWSHIP REPORT 
 

April   3 - Cupcake Sunday 
April 14 - Maundy Thursday Dinner @ 6:00 p.m. 
April 17 - Easter - Join us for treats after worship. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Terrie Shockey 



For by grace you have been saved  
through faith, and this is not your own  

doing; it is the gift of God. 
—EPHESIANS 2:8 

The Presbyterian Messenger and  
The Lord’s Day Bulletin are published by 

The First Presbyterian Church of Burley, Idaho. 
Please submit your Newsletter items by the  

15th of the month and Bulletin items by Wednesday. 

First Presbyterian Church (USA)                   
2100 Burton Avenue                                        
Burley ID  83318 
 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.burleypres.org 
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   2022 

Prayers:  If you know of someone who is in need of our prayers, 
please contact the church office. 
 

Prayer Chain:  If you have an emergency prayer request, or would 
like to join the prayer chain, please contact Susan McGee 312-3864 

PASTOR: 
Rev. John L. Ziulkowski 
 

Pastor’s office hours:   
Wednesdays 9:00am—1:00pm 
   (also available by appointment) 
 

Pastor’s Email: lrzski@yahoo.com 
Pastor’s cell phone: 208-430-5359 
 
Office Administrator: Barbra Moore  
     Office Hours T—F 9am—2pm 
     Office phone: 678-5131 
     Office email: burleypc@pmt.org  
 
Clerk of Session: Kathy Poulton  
Director of Music: Paul Pugh 
Pianist: Susan McGee  
Nursery Attendant: Bonnie Stanley 
Custodian: Linda Culley 
Prayer Chain: Susan McGee 208-312-3864 

Service Times:                                                         
Sunday School 9:30 am                                             
Worship 10:45 am 

We offer up prayers for . . .  
 
 

 

• God answering prayers, big and small! Good is good—all the time! 
• All who are fighting cancer and those recovering from various illnesses and injuries 
• Prayers of thanksgiving for God’s Son—his indescribable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 
• Prayers of support and encouragement for all our shut-ins and those in care centers 
• All who have lost loved ones 
• The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 
• All who have lost jobs 
• Those facing financial uncertainties  
• Wisdom for those making difficult decisions 
• Our church leaders 
• Our military  
• Our government leaders 
• Our partnership ministries: Crossroads Harbor Domestic Violence Shelter, Helping 

Hands Christian Center, Operation Christmas Child and Angel Tree Ministry 



 

Presbytery Report 
Kendall Presbytery Report 
 

The Presbytery met via zoom on 
March 12, 2022.  Rev Phil Hagen 
moderated the meeting which  
began with prayer.  Mancy  
Martin Vincent, Synod of the  
Pacific Executive, gave the  
meditation.   
 

Camp Sawtooth Director Kevin 
Dutcher reported that the Camp 
Board is making  
accommodations at the camp to 
allow it to be used year-round.  
They are working on making a 
place for RV parking and will 
rent out nightly cabins.  Youth 
camp for the summer still needs 
camp staff and councilors. Kevin 
will be glad to come and speak to 
congregations about the camp.  
There are scholarships available 
for campers in need.  He will be 
emailing a brochure about the 
camp in the near future. 
 

Rob Hagan from the Presbyterian 
Foundation reported that there are 
grants available to attend a  
financial workshop in Georgia on 
Sept. 26-28.  The grant will pay 
½ the cost.  There is a coaching 
grant available to help pay for a 
course in ‘how to look at talking 
to people about giving’.  On 
March 24th there will be a zoom 
class “It’s Greek to Me”-How do 
you do Financial Statements.  It 
starts at 11:00 A.M.  Contact him 
for further information.  
 

Christine Long from the Board of 
Pensions spoke about a workshop 
beginning April 1st concerning 
‘Care Navigation – Behavior, 
Health and RX.  There are  
insurance changes that include 
paid staff other than the pastor. 
 

The Ministerial Council needs 
another member.  Call the church 

office if you are interested. 
 

The Board of Trustees reported 
that the Bear Lake Church  
building is being appraised for 
sale and all of the church records 
are at the Presbytery Office.  The 
Church of the Big Wood is  
requesting adjustments in the 
selling price of their building.  
The Refugee Offering was $4750 
to be used for rent help for those 
coming into Twin Falls.  There 
will be 250 refugees coming in.   
 

Board of Managers reported that 
the Hilda Thompson portfolio 
and ranch had excellent growth 
of 23-24%.  They were able to 
distribute $293,000 divided  
between the College of Idaho, 
San Francisco Seminary, Soda 
Springs Church and Kendall 
Presbytery.  The solar project at 
the ranch will produce 200  
mega-watts when up and running 
by fall of this year. 
 

Nancy Vincent from the Synod 
reported that a task force is  
working on consolidating the 
presbyteries of Kendall, Boise 
and Eastern Oregon.  The talks 
have just begun.  All avenues of 
ideas will be discussed and  
pursued.  There are medical 
grants available from the Synod.  
These have to be used for health 
and wellness issues. 
 

Phil Price, Clerk, reported.  He 
requested that the Salmon Church 
set aside the terms of the ruling 
elders to allow elders to serve for 
a third consecutive term due to 
the shortage of members.  This is 
a one-time request.  The motion 
was made and it carried.  
 

Salmon has 17-18 members with 
6-7 attending on Sundays.  There 
will be a church records review 

on April 23 or 30 depending 
when the meeting can be held in 
Pocatello.  The council was  
dismissed that has been helping 
the Swan Valley Church.  Their 
session is functioning well and 
the church is working through 
their issues and growing stronger. 
 

Cathy Chisholm, Minister of  
Vision, reported that the New 
Norm Project is at the stage 
where the resource coordinators 
are working individually with 
church pastors.  She asked that 
$1000 be send from our  
presbytery to the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance for help in 
Ukraine.  A motion was made 
and it carried.   
 

Rhett Downing, Minister of Care, 
reported that he is working on 
setting up “Doodle-Talk” so he 
can chat with sessions and  
pastors on a monthly basis.  He 
also cautioned churches to be 
careful of using unlicensed  
contractors for church repairs.  
Shoddy work can be more costly 
than anticipated.  
 

Phil Price and Nathan Sobers 
were commissioned as  
representatives to General  
Assembly this summer. 
 

The next presbytery meeting will 
be on October 15.  The place to 
be announced.  The next  
Presbytery Council meeting will 
be May 12, at 10:00 A.M. via 
zoom.   
 

The meeting closed with prayer 
and adjournment was at 12:40 
P.M. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Poulton,  
Presbytery Commissioner  


